
 

 
 

 

 
Vocational Language Courses 

in 

Legal Studies & Business Communications 
 

The MLS range of Vocational Language Courses come from the Bournemouth Business School International 
(BBSI) suite of courses, following the merger of BBSI into MLS in 2016.   

 
These career-relevant English language courses are designed for students or young professionals, who are either 

studying or starting out on their careers.  Students are typically aged 18-30 and these courses are a great way to 
build your CV and provide a solid introduction to the concepts and communication skills associated with careers in 

law and legal services. 

 
The minimum age is 18, but MLS can accept 16 and 17-year-olds at its discretion, and the study options are:  

 
Certificate:  2-5 weeks.  Entry level Intermediate (equivalent to IELTS 4.5/CEFR B1).  The Certificate course 

includes part study Units in specialised legal studies topics, international business communications and English 

language. 
 

Vocational Certificate:  6-11 weeks.  Entry level Intermediate (equivalent to IELTS 4.5/CEFR B1).  The 
Certificate course includes one full study Unit in specialised legal studies topics, international business 

communications and English language. 

 
Vocational Higher Certificate:  12-23 weeks.  Entry level Intermediate (equivalent to IELTS 4.5/CEFR 

B1).  The Vocational Higher Certificate course includes two or three full study Units in specialised legal 
studies topics, international business communications and English language.   

 
Vocational Diploma:  24 weeks.  Entry level Intermediate (equivalent to IELTS 4.5/CEFR B1).  The Diploma 

course includes four full study Units in specialised legal studies topics, international business communications 

and English language. 
 

Course Objectives.   
 

*  to provide students with specialised legal language 
*  to enable students to communicate more effectively in a legal context  
*  to enable students to explore current theory & practice of law in the medium of English 
*  to develop students' English communication skills 
*  to develop students’ business communication skills 
 

Main Course Entry Dates.  The course entry dates for the specialised Units of the above courses are at the start 

of each term and mid-term annually (ie every six weeks).  However, MLS operates a flexible entry system for the 

BBSI courses, enabling students to start the international business communications element of the course on most 
Mondays throughout the year, and then join the specialised Units on the next available entry date.   

 
Note:  the Vocational Legal Studies course will be available in its current format until 10 August 2018.   
New format Vocational courses will be available after this date … full details will follow.  
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Main Course Content.  All the study options include specialised legal studies topics, international business 

communications and English language.  The number of topics covered will depend on the duration of the course 

and the dates selected.  Details of the course content are provided below. 

 

External Accreditation.  The national awarding body NCFE is one of the oldest providers of vocational 
qualifications in the UK.  MLS/BBSI is accredited with the NCFE Investing in Quality (IIQ) Licence.  This licence 

gives formal recognition to the MLS range of BBSI specialised courses which meet the required standards of 
course design, delivery and monitoring.  Students who pass one or more full Units of study will receive 

certification from NCFE (each full study module is 6 weeks). 
  
 

 Certificate 
 
Minimum Entry Level   

 
Intermediate (equivalent to IELTS 4.5/CEFR B1) 

Course Duration 2-5 weeks 

Course Code   VLS 

Course Level CEFR B1+ and specialised content Units at QCF 3/4 equivalent 

Course Award Academic achievement is assessed by means of continuous assessment.  On 

successful completion, students will achieve the following certification: 

 
MLS/BBSI Certificate in Legal Studies & Business Communications 

Course Structure 10 lessons (7.5 hours) weekly in Legal Studies 

10 lessons (7.5 hours) weekly in International Business Communications 
10 lessons (7.5 hours) weekly in English Language 

TOTAL: 30 lessons (22.5 hours) weekly 

Course Content The full course syllabus is detailed in the tables below at Pages 6-7. This 

includes the entry date for each specialised Unit. 
Class Size Typically 12 – maximum 14 for the English language based elements and 16 

for the specialised content Units. 

 

 

Vocational Certificate 
 

Minimum Entry Level   

 

Intermediate (equivalent to IELTS 4.5/CEFR B1) 

Course Duration 6-11 weeks 

Course Code   VLS 

Course Level CEFR B1+ and specialised content Units at QCF 3/4 equivalent 

Course Awards Academic achievement is assessed by means of continuous assessment.  On 
successful completion, students will achieve the following certification: 

 
MLS/BBSI Vocational Certificate in Legal Studies & Business  

Communications 

NCFE Certificate.  NCFE award with one Unit credit; for full 6-week module 
successfully completed 

Course Structure 10 lessons (7.5 hours) weekly in Legal Studies 
10 lessons (7.5 hours) weekly in International Business Communications 

10 lessons (7.5 hours) weekly in English Language 

TOTAL: 30 lessons (22.5 hours) weekly 

Course Sequence The full course syllabus is detailed in the tables below at Pages 6-7. This 

includes the entry date for each specialised Unit. 
Class Size Typically 12 – maximum 14 for the English language based elements and 16 

for the specialised content Units. 
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Vocational Higher Certificate 
 

Minimum Entry Level   

 

Intermediate (equivalent to IELTS 4.5/CEFR B1) 

Course Duration 12-23 weeks 

Course Code   VLS 

Course Level CEFR B1+ and specialised content Units at QCF 3/4 equivalent 

Course Awards Academic achievement is assessed by means of continuous assessment.  On 
successful completion, students will achieve the following certification: 

 

MLS/BBSI Vocational Higher Certificate in Legal Studies & Business 
Communications 

NCFE Certificate.  NCFE award with two or three Unit credits; one for each  
full 6-week module successfully completed 

Course Structure 10 lessons (7.5 hours) weekly in Legal Studies 

10 lessons (7.5 hours) weekly in International Business Communications 
10 lessons (7.5 hours) weekly in English Language 

TOTAL: 30 lessons (22.5 hours) weekly 

Course Sequence The full course syllabus is detailed in the tables below at Pages 6-7. This 
includes the entry date for each specialised Unit. 

Class Size Typically 12 – maximum 14 for the English language based elements and 16 

for the specialised content Units. 

 

 

Vocational Diploma 
 

Minimum Entry Level   

 

Intermediate (equivalent to IELTS 4.5/CEFR B1) 

Course Duration 24 weeks (students must study for the full 24 weeks) 
Course Code   VLS 

Course Level CEFR B1+ and specialised content Units at QCF 3/4 equivalent 

Course Awards Academic achievement is assessed by means of continuous assessment.  On 
successful completion students will achieve the following certification: 

 
MLS/BBSI Vocational Diploma in Legal Studies & Business Communications 

NCFE Certificate.  NCFE award with up to four Unit credits; one for each  
full 6-week module successfully completed 

Course Structure 10 lessons (7.5 hours) weekly in Legal Studies 

10 lessons (7.5 hours) weekly in International Business Communications 

10 lessons (7.5 hours) weekly in English Language 
TOTAL: 30 lessons (22.5 hours) weekly 

Course Sequence The full course syllabus is detailed in the tables below at Pages 6-7. This 
includes the entry date for each specialised Unit. 

Class Size Typically 12 – maximum 14 for the English language based elements and 16 

for the specialised content Units. 
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Typical Syllabus  
 

 
Study 

Unit 
 

Legal Studies 

10 lessons - MLS Element 7 

International 
Business  

Communications 
10 lessons - 

MLS Element 5 or 6 

English Language  

10 lessons - 
MLS Element 1, 2, 3 or 4 

LS1 
(6 weeks) 

Common Law, EU Law & Human Rights 
overview, common law & sources of law, the English judicial system, legal personnel, tort, legalese 

 

EU Law & Human Rights Law 

how EU legislation comes into effect in EU countries, how Human Rights are integrated into law  

International Business 
Communications, to 

improve business English 
skills and language to 
support the specialised 
elements of the course 

English language 
support and 

development at 
appropriate language 

levels 

LS2 
(6 weeks) 

Contract Law 
formation, terms & conditions, commercial & consumer sales of goods  

rights of third parties & assignments, performance & discharge of contracts  
breach of contracts & remedies 

International Business 
Communications, to 

improve business English 
skills and language to 
support the specialised 
elements of the course 

English language 
support and 

development at 
appropriate language 

levels 

 
Entry date for Study Unit LS1 is 3 April 2018.   
Entry date for Study Unit LS2 is 14 May 2018. 
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Typical Syllabus  
 

 
Study 
Unit 

 

Legal Studies 
10 lessons - MLS Element 7 

International 
Business  

Communications 
10 lessons - 

MLS Element 5 or 6 

English Language  

10 lessons - 
MLS Element 1, 2, 3 or 4 

LS3 
(6 weeks) 

Company Law  
types, formation & capitalisation of businesses, shareholders & their rights  

directors & their duties, mergers & acquisitions 

International Business 
Communications, to 

improve business English 
skills and language to 
support the specialised 
elements of the course 

English language 
support and 

development at 
appropriate language 

levels 

LS4 

(6 weeks) 

Company Law 
competition law, dissolution & insolvency of businesses  

intellectual property law 

International Business 
Communications, to 

improve business English 
skills and language to 
support the specialised 
elements of the course 

English language 
support and 

development at 
appropriate language 

levels 

 
Entry dates for Study Unit LS3 are 8 January 2018 and 2 July 2018.   
Entry date for Study Unit LS4 is 19 February 2018. 
 


